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Dear OAPCE Representatives, Parents, Guardians, and 
Partners in Education,

Galatians 6:9
So let us not become tired of doing good; for if we do not give up,
the time will come when we will reap the harvest.

As the school year comes to a close, we want to thank you for
sharing your gifts of time and energy with us, and for supporting our
children and/or students, and each other! We are blessed to have
you join us throughout the year at our regional committee meetings;
for subscribing to our newsletter; and for sharing OAPCE news
among your respective communities. We were thrilled to connect in
person with many of you at our recent spring conference in
Kingston! We value your ideas, suggestions, comments, and
participation as it guides and keeps our efforts towards fulfilling our
mission of “engaging, advocating, and enhancing”, on behalf of our
children, informed, balanced, and effective! Your selfless
contributions, which enhance our children’s journey through
education, inspire us every day!

As OAPCE begins its year long celebration of its 85th anniversary the
organization will be taking on a much more involved role of
advocacy for Catholic Education. Catholic Education is going
through a very challenging time with the many different issues,
concerns and items that our children are facing each day. We
remain committed that parents are their child's first educator and
want to work in partnership with all individuals at the schools to
help ensure their children achieve success. Ensuring that our
children are learning through a Catholic lens is of upmost
importance. As is that the children are provided with a non-
politicized education curriculum they deserve. All other
conversations should only reside with the approval and support
of the parent.  

Congratulations to all our elementary and secondary graduates and
their families, as they turn the page on a new chapter in their lives!
Wishing you all God’s enduring love, hope, wisdom, and faith along
your journey, and a safe and restful happy holiday!
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Message from the Liaison Bishop
BY ✠YVAN MATHIEU ,  SM 

Dear members of the Ontario Association
of Parents in Catholic Education (OAPCE),

Summer is about to start. After a very full year of
work and commitments, it will be good to have some
time for ourselves and for our families. As vacation
time is near, I like to remember the invitation Jesus
made to his apostles after they came back from their
first mission. “He said to them, ‘Come away to a
deserted place all by yourselves and rest a
while.’ For many were coming and going, and they
had no leisure even to eat.” (Mk 6:31) It is important
therefore to take seriously that time of rest.

What is fascinating is that, while he wants his
apostles to rest, he himself continues his
mission. Once they arrived in that deserted place,
many had followed them. “He saw a great crowd; and
he had compassion for them, because they were like
sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach
them many things.” (Mk 6:34) Jesus refused to let
them go without food. With the help of his disciples,
he fed five thousand men with five loaves of bread
and two fish: “they took up twelve baskets full of
broken pieces and of the fish.” (Mk 6:43) Jesus
will continue to be at work in our families this
summer.

As members of the Ontario Association of Parents in
Catholic Education, it is important to take our
summer rest seriously. We can take that time off
while continuing to evangelize the members of our
families. In his June 4 message, pope Francis’s words
suggested that “we can think of God […] through the

Summer Message from
the Liaison Bishop
✠ Yvan Mathieu, SM

image of a family gathered around the table, where
life is shared. […] it is not only an image; it is reality!
It is reality because the Holy Spirit, the Spirit that
the Father poured into our hearts through Jesus (cf.
Gal 4:6), makes us taste, makes us savour God’s
presence: the presence of God, always close,
compassionate and tender. […] The invitation he
extends to us, we might say, is to sit at the table
with God to share in his love.”

What a beautiful invitation: to sit at the table with
God. Allow me to continue to quote pope
Francis. By allowing God to sit at our summer table,
“we commit ourselves to bear witness to 
God-as-love, creating communion in his name.” What
a summer this will be! We will be strengthened by
our rest and by the loving presence of God, the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. That way, we will
be able to start anew our mission in September: to
“bear witness to God-as-love,” to “offer everyone the
food of God’s forgiveness and Gospel joy.”

And I conclude with pope Francis’s words: “may
Mary help us to live the Church as that
home where one loves in a familiar way, to the glory
of God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.”

A wonderful summer to you all!

✠ Yvan Mathieu, SM



For your information, al l  year end reports were approved by parents at the April  22,
2023 AGM. They are l inked on the website if  you wish to read them.

https://www.oapce.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2022-2023-YEAR-END-REPORT.pdf
 

https://www.oapce.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2022-2023-YEAR-END-REPORT.pdf
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On Apri l  22nd ,  parents ,  guardians ,  OAPCE representat ives ,  and educat ion partners
from across the province convened in person in beaut i fu l  Kingston ,  Ontar io for

OAPCE ’s  84th Anniversary ,  Spr ing Conference ,  and Annual  General  Meet ing .
We were thr i l led to welcome and connect  wi th new and fami l iar  faces f rom across the

province ,  as  wel l  as  to l is ten and interact  wi th our guest  speakers .  

B lessed with mi ld weather ,  we are so grateful  for  the wide var iety of  services and
products  that  were avai lable for  browsing f rom our vendors ,  and for  the opportuni ty
to celebrate mass together  as  a  community at  St .  Mary ’s  Cathedral ,  which inc luded a

bless ing for  a l l  our  parents ,  guardians ,  OAPCE representat ives ,  and educat ion
partners .  This  day concluded with a  wonderful  evening of  del ic ious fare ,  music ,  and
dancing ,  and an awards ceremony to recognize the outstanding contr ibut ions of  our

OAPCE Award recipients .
Specia l  thanks to the ALCDSB for  their  support  and help!  

Engage



Go to www.oapce.org to a  v ideo of  the presentat ion.  As a  resul t  of  the Bi l l  being passed
in June ,  both Co-Execut ive Directors  recent ly  met  wi th the Ministry  of  Educat ion to
provide input  into a  "Parent  Guide"  that  wi l l  consol idate exis t ing parents '  r ights  in
legis la t ion ,  regulat ion and pol icy .  We wi l l  share more informat ion regarding this  most
important  piece of  legis la t ion for  parents  as  the guide wi l l  be re leased in the Fa l l  of
2023!  

On May 16 ,  2023 ,  OAPCE was invi ted to Queen ’s  park lobby day for  Cathol ic  Educat ion -
this  is  a  day when a l l  Cathol ic  partners  go to Queen 's  Park to advocate for  Cathol ic
Educat ion -  OAPCE as the voice of  parents  was acknowledged by the Minister  of
Educat ion for  our  commitment as  wel l  as  by the NDP Leader and by Archbishop Leo.

OAPCE is  making an impact  and get t ing not iced for  decis ive and strong advocacy for
parent  involvement in Cathol ic  Educat ion.  As a  resul t ,  we have to be assert ive and
aggressive to take advantage of  the opportuni t ies  at  hand.  Our Strategic  P lan wi l l  lay out
the speci f ic  s teps involved to secure the future of  Cathol ic  Educat ion in Ontar io .

Ensure you have directed your taxes for  support ing Cathol ic  Educat ion ( read more
here)
Fol low @oapceontar io for  updates and vis i t  the websi te  www.oapce.org for  more
informat ion
Ensure you are s igned up for  OAPCE emai ls  and respond to parent  surveys in a  t imely
manner .

Our OAPCE Co-Execut ive Director ,   Joe Perr i ,  appeared in f ront  of  a  commit tee at  the
Legis lat ive Assembly of  Ontar io regarding input  for  the Bet ter  Schools  Act  B i l l  98 .

Our Co-Execut ive Directors  invi ted the The Minister  of  Educat ion to the Inst i tute
for  Cathol ic  Educat ion ( ICE)  Symposium hosted in May.  I t  was the f i rs t  t ime any Minister
of  Educat ion accepted an invi te  to such an event  and he was wel l  received by a l l  -   He
gave a few words and commit ted to publ ic ly  funded Cathol ic  educat ion in Ontar io and
once again acknowledged OAPCE and the work that  we do to promote and protect  the gi f t
of  Cathol ic  Educat ion.  

The work to "Engage ,  Advocate ,  and Enhance"  is  ongoing:
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Advocate

“Our advocacy has a lways and cont inues to focus on ensur ing that  chi ldren in
Cathol ic  Educat ion across the province are able to learn an up-to-date curr iculum

to ensure their  future success . ”

http://www.oapce.org/
https://www3.dpcdsb.org/schools/direction-of-school-support/direction-of-school-support
http://www.oapce.org/
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OAPCE at tended the recent  Inst i tute for  Cathol ic  Educat ion ( ICE)  symposium from May 8-10 ,
2023 .   The Symposium focused on adul t  fa i th format ion.  I t ’ s  an event  that  is  held once every
f ive years  and is  open to a l l  Cathol ic  school  boards across Ontar io -  OAPCE was a big
contr ibutor  and helped to organize throughout  the year  leading up to i t .

At tendees represented the Engl ish Cathol ic  and French Cathol ic  d is t r ic t  school  boards ,
representat ives f rom the ICE partner  organizat ions ,  members of  the c lergy ,  b ishops ,  chapla ins
and re l ig ious educators ,  and var ious guests  f rom across Canada who work with ICE for
Cathol ic  educat ion and Fai th Format ion.
 
A debr ief  sess ion was held af ter  the symposium by appointed “careful  l is teners”  – the
outcome wi l l  hopeful ly  be a paper showing hopes ,  wishes ,  chal lenges with adul t  fa i th
format ion in re-engaging and restor ing fa i th .
 
One great  idea that  was shared was perhaps a  fami ly  of  schools  (wi thin a  par ish)  would work
together  to organize events  to help celebrate sacraments and help parents  and chi ldren
connect  to the par ish /school  community .

ENHANCE
Inst i tute  for  Catho l ic  Educat ion :  
On  The  Way  /  En  Chemin  Sympos ium
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Gardening: Gardening is a great way to teach about faith, as plants and faith both have seeds that grow. Jesus
used seeds and plants as metaphors for living a faithful Christian life. Plant a wildflower seed bomb in your
garden to help native pollinators like bees and butterflies. Read the parable of the sower in Matthew 13:1-23
and talk about sowing seeds in places where plants won’t grow (rocky or weedy ground) and why you have to
plant the seed bomb in good soil. 

      Resource: https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions/how-make-seed-bomb

Summer is the perfect time to relax, slow down, and try new and fun activities. It can also be a time to initiate and
develop faith conversations while enjoying the outdoors and reconnecting with your family. Here are some great
activities for you and your kids to check out:

Nature Walks or Hikes: Taking a walk or hike along a forest trail is a great way to observe the wonders of nature
and God’s creation. Consider framing your walk with verses from the Book of Genesis about how God created the
heavens and the earth. Bring binoculars with you and observe plants, birds, and other wildlife through them. Have
younger children make their own binoculars to take along! 

       Resource: https://www.thesprucecrafts.com/toilet-paper-roll-binoculars-4164742

A ctivity Books: This Catholic-based activity book for kids by Connie Clark is full of puzzles, games, summer sports
and food, fun facts, Bible verses, and prayers to help celebrate summer as a gift from God. There are even special
sections on summer saint days and Catholic travel destinations! 
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THE FAMILY ZONE

Summer Fun Guide to Family Faith Formation

https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions/how-make-seed-bomb
https://www.thesprucecrafts.com/toilet-paper-roll-binoculars-4164742
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THE FAMILY ZONE
Home, School and Beyond

 
Joe Perri, Co-Executive Director
of OAPCE, led an engaging presentation
at the Toronto regional meeting & Board
of Directors Meeting. OAPCE is excited to
bring forward personal  insight and
perspective that both compel
and motivate others towards
their own success benchmarks.
These types of shared experiences
and learnings are beneficial for
greater parent/child/educator
engagement.

 Catholic Education is going
through a challenging time with the

many different issues that our
children are facing each day. We

are at a crucial junction where we
have to join as Parents, Educators

and Leaders, to put the pieces
together to ensure the success of

our children's future. Ensuring that
the voices of the many parents’

are heard-
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