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An Easter Prayer
Good and gracious God,
As we greet the signs of Spring around us—blooming flowers,
returning birds, and fields soon to be planted—we give You praise
for an even greater sign of new life: the resurrection of Your Son,
our Lord Jesus Christ.

The sadness and despair of His death have given way to the
bright promise of immortality. For the Resurrection is our
guarantee that justice will triumph over treason, light will
overcome darkness, and love will conquer death.

As we celebrate, we also dare to ask for Your grace. May we live
the promise given to us by imitating the life of Jesus, reaching
out to the poor, the marginalized, and the least among us. May
we strive to be neighbors to all those we meet.

We ask for Your special blessings on all our students and their
families in our Catholic schools during this Easter season.
Change our lives, change our hearts to be messengers of Easter
joy and hope. We make our prayer through Jesus Christ, our risen
Lord forever. Amen.

OAPCE Book Nook



Let us contemplate what inhabited the women’s hearts as they went to the tomb to anoint
the body of Jesus. These women had been touched by Jesus’ healing hand, transformed by
his words, and they became his disciples. They had put their hope in him. But their hope
seemed to die on the cross with Jesus on Good Friday. Not only did death deprived them of
their master, but a stone had been rolled against the door of the tomb. How would they be
able to enter and pay respect to the one who loved them so much?

As we are about to celebrate the 85th anniversary of OAPCE, similar thoughts might be
present in our hearts. After all these years, the commitment of Parents towards Catholic
education is still needed. It seems that the necessity to engage in favor of catholic
education, to advocate catholic education and enhance it will never end. “Who will roll away
the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?”

Just like the women who went to the tomb on Easter morning, we are invited to look up and
see that, through the Resurrection of Christ, “the stone, which was very large, had already
been rolled back.” (Mark 16:4) Indeed, “Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified […] has been
raised.” (Mark 16:6) “We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again;
death no longer has dominion over him.” (Romans 6:9) He is with us until the end of times. 

The angel who appeared to the women concluded his message, saying, “go, tell his disciples
and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told
you.” (Mark 16:7) This is our mission today. Yes indeed, the risen Lord did not leave us alone.
He is going ahead of us in the Galilees of our lives. He is leading the way as we engage,
advocate and enhance Catholic education through our commitment to OAPCE. May the
presence of the risen Lord sustain our efforts so that the future generations be able to
know him, love him and serve him as committed Catholic disciples. Amen. Alleluia.

Happy Easter 2024!
✠ Yvan Mathieu, SM
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Dear members of the Ontario Association
of Parents in Catholic Education
(OAPCE), on the occasion of the Easter
Vigil, the Evangelist Mark will recount
how the women discovered the empty
tomb of Jesus on Easter morning. “When
the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene,
and Mary the mother of James, and
Salome bought spices, so that they might
go and anoint Jesus. And very early on
the first day of the week, when the sun
had risen, they went to the tomb. They
had been saying to one another, ‘Who will
roll away the stone for us from the
entrance to the tomb?’ ” (Mark 16:1-3)

Read More
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Discover how you can participate in this grace-
filled opportunity, understand its profound
significance, and access specially prepared
resources to make your consecration
meaningful. Whether at home, in church, or
within your community, this act of devotion is a
step toward spiritual growth and unity in faith.

FAMILY AND FAITH ZONE

BOOK NOOK
Faith-Based Easter Books

Easter is a special time of year, where Catholics
get to celebrate the good news of the
resurrection of Jesus! While we love the
customs of decorating Easter eggs, going on
Easter hunts for hidden chocolate and candies,
and enjoying an Easter meal together with our
families, it is important to teach kids the reason
that Easter is celebrated, and reading books is
a great way to do this. 

Here a few wonderful choices for some faith-
based Easter books

Read More

https://oapce.org/faith-resources/#faith-zone
https://oapce.org/faith-resources/#Book-nook

