
As we enter the sacred season of Christmas, we are reminded once
again of the hope and radiant joy that Christ brings into our families,
our schools, and our communities. This holy time invites us to pause,
reflect, and welcome the presence of Jesus, who comes to renew
our spirit and guide our steps with His enduring light. 

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to you—our parents and
guardians—for your steadfast commitment to your children’s
learning and faith formation. Your dedication strengthens not only
your own families but the entire fabric of our Catholic school
communities. We are deeply grateful for your ongoing support of
OAPCE and for standing with us in our continued advocacy for
strong, vibrant, and faith-filled Catholic education across Ontario. 
May the wonder of Christ’s birth bring peace to your homes, hope to
your hearts, and blessings throughout the year ahead.

From our OAPCE family to yours! 
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OAPCE
Christmas 2025 message from the Liaison Bishop

✠ Yvan Mathieu, SM

Dear members of the Ontario Association of Parents in Catholic Education (OAPCE), As we
approach the sacred season of Christ’s birth, our hearts turn once again toward the
mystery of God’s love revealed in the Infant of Bethlehem. Though Scripture does not record
the precise day of Jesus’ birth, Christians throughout the centuries have gathered on
December 25 to rejoice in the coming of the One who brings hope to a weary world. In these
winter days, as the light steadily grows and the long nights begin to fade, we are reminded
that Christ Himself is the true and everlasting Light—guiding our steps, strengthening our
spirit, and inviting us into deeper trust. His life among us continues to shine in every act of
compassion, forgiveness, and courage we share.
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FAITH MESSAGE
This Christmas season also connects us to a beloved moment in our Church’s history.
Eight hundred years ago, Saint Francis of Assisi sought a simple yet profound way to help
people contemplate the humility of the Son of God. In a quiet hillside village, he arranged
the first living depiction of the Nativity—inviting families, friars, and neighbors to stand in
awe before the mystery of a God who became small for our sake. Their gathering was
filled with song, prayer, and a joy so tangible that it renewed the faith of all who
witnessed it. That same spirit of wonder continues to inspire the Nativity scenes in our
homes, parish halls, and classrooms today.

As we celebrate Christmas during the concluding months of the Jubilee Year 2025, we
are reminded that this holy year calls us to renewal—to allow Christ to reshape our
hearts, our relationships, and our commitments. A Jubilee is a time of fresh beginnings,
of restoring what has been worn down, and of recognizing God’s mercy at work in our
lives. It invites us to walk forward with confidence, trusting that Christ continues to
accompany us gently yet powerfully in every circumstance.

Within our homes and Catholic schools, this season offers a precious opportunity to
welcome Christ anew. Our children learn about Jesus not only through lessons and
liturgies, but through the example we set: the patience we show, the kindness we extend,
and the faith we nurture in quiet, everyday moments. As parents and caregivers, your
role in handing on the gift of faith is irreplaceable. Every prayer spoken together, every
gesture of generosity, and every conversation about God’s presence becomes a seed
planted in young hearts.
May this Christmas be a time when Christ finds a warm and joyful place in our families,
our communities, and our schools. As we journey toward the end of this Jubilee Year,
may He deepen our unity, strengthen our mission, and fill our homes with peace that the
world cannot give.

Wishing you and your loved ones a blessed, hope-filled, and joyous Christmas season.
 May the light of Christ remain with you always.

Merry Christmas to you all!
✠ Yvan Mathieu, SM
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OAPCE IN ACTION

In The Voice of Catholic Parents, OAPCE affirms the importance of a
strong parent voice in publicly funded Catholic education. Prepared
for CPCO, the article highlights how meaningful parent engagement
and advocacy help protect Catholic values, strengthen schools, and
support student success. The article also underscores the value of
partnership between families and school leadership. Take a look and
thank you to the CPCO for their ongoing partnership!

The Voice of Catholic Parents

https://oapce.org/the-voice-of-catholic-parents/


Canadian Bishops Urge Protecting Religious-Text
Exemption in Hate Speech Law
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PARENT & PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

READ MORE

The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) and Cardinal
Francis Leo of Toronto have publicly urged Prime Minister Mark Carney and
the federal government not to remove a longstanding legal safeguard that
protects religious expression in Canada’s hate-speech laws.

https://oapce.org/canadas-bishops-demand-liberals-keep-religious-text-protection-in-hate-law/
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FAMILY & FAITH ZONE

 St. Nicholas was a kind and caring man who lived a long time ago in
a place called Myra. He became a bishop, which means he was a
leader in the church. People loved him because he was very
generous and always helped those in need. One famous story tells
how he secretly gave bags of gold to a poor family so their
daughters could have a better life.

St. Nicholas – December 6

READ MORE

https://oapce.org/st-nicholas-december-6/
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Lord Jesus,
Thank You for the gift of Christmas

and the joy of Your birth.
Bless our families and friends as we

celebrate together.
Keep us safe during this break and
help us remember that You are the

reason for the season.
Fill our hearts with gratitude and

peace, and guide us to share Your
love with everyone we meet.

God of all time,
We thank You for the blessings of the

past year and the lessons we have
learned.

As we LOOK TOWARD ANOTHER new
year, help us to walk in faith and trust

in Your plan.
Give us courage to face challenges,
kindness to serve others, and joy in

following Your will.
May this year draw us closer to You

and to one another.
Amen.

Christmas Break Prayer

https://oapce.org/prayers/


Your generous donations help us continue our mission to advocate
for Catholic education and support parents in Ontario. Every
contribution, big or small, makes a difference in enriching the
educational experience for our children. Join us in making a positive
impact!
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Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and X
(Twitter), and subscribe to our new YouTube
channel for inspiring content, community
updates, and spiritual resources. Like, follow,
and subscribe to stay engaged with our faith
community—we can’t wait to connect with
you online!

STAY CONNECTED WITH US!

FOLLOW US

WWW.OAPCE.ORG

SUPPORT OAPCE

SUPPORT US

https://www.facebook.com/oapce85
https://www.instagram.com/oapce85/
https://x.com/oapceontario
https://g.page/r/CawyteaiF_rSEBM/review
https://www.youtube.com/@OAPCE85
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/36742?v2=true&utm_source=OAPCE+-+2023&utm_campaign=fc9d9c0a4c-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2023_10_17_04_28_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-3c28c73ba2-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D
http://www.oapce.org/

